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Mystery Bos

Ma+eria|5-. Lar?e box SCissSors, decoraﬁ'ng
per or materials.
Preparcrhon: Decorate a laroe box and cut
OU‘F Q hOnd hole in '{’hé"f’o)o or on +he
side of the box. Each day place
an object In +he box.
Activity: Children take tfurns
sticking N an arm and ﬁselins
the _Ochch. So as not To spoail
“+he game foreach other a: ..
child"who auesses what s inside

to you. OPEﬂ +He box later each da
Soeveryone can sce what was \nside.

Ceclic” Can

hC\\/c Ch l',dv‘cn ’

Materials: Oatmeal box or small coffee can, piee both hands
two large old socks, contact paper. e ends of

: Prepara'f ion: Femove the fops and bottoms of the socks
e can or box. Cut the feet of F two old socks. O
Slip the sock fops over either end of the can \

and fape them down Wrap the can with cortact
aper. Place a small objed I'n +he feelie "can.

Actvity: Have a chiid piace both hands AN ;
~a +he GﬂdS- ot e 5@};@15 and f”eac'h //(\\\ . .\.‘. -\_:‘\.1\@ \ . .\‘g-\g\\ / ;/{:;/
ito the can o find and feel the AN 74
obiect. e il fries to suess o ) |
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Shape Deominees

Ma+cri~al’s-. 2| he_avy cardboard
Yedanales divided in the middle with a
line.

Pre aration: Mark the cards wih
combinations of six different shopes.
Achvﬁyt Play shape ‘dominoes the same

as the ordinary
dominoes qgames, ( e 6
except that’ you match

ke Shopes s well as I L

number sets.

Shape Lette
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Ma‘}é‘rialsf T\;uo | iécés of.h'eo‘v‘yA o F

pa‘per (QP}Droximafc ly ¥ 2 inches sguare),
markin ens. e
Preparation: Make +wo lotto boards

by dviding each paper info nine boxes.
D);aw nine ddferert 5hopes on one

board and the ridentical nime Shapes .
on the other board. Cut apart one lofto

board info individual playing pieces. |
Activity: Have your child match the |
et A - . !
indwidoal shapes on +he p!aqu pieces |

4 ' oy dd y ‘ !
to the shapes on The lotio board. ‘

cut second
board into
indwidual
Pleces -




Triangle Puzzles \

Materials: Constraction paper, glue /
(o honal) mounerg faPer(OP‘L'O”d)
Preparahon Cuta’l Da)e Yrianale out of +the e

construction paper ePendm3 upon the age SRR
of the children, cut the +r:an5e iMo strips

horizontally — —+the grecﬁer' the number Hf —

9rea+er the difficalty. i
Activity: Mix up the pieces and have the

Ch!ldren arraﬂge —H'\Cm N Pro)per OV‘C}"’Y‘ AT
Variation: Extend this achvity 1o have +he
children glue ~the P:eces +09e+her N the Proper' 7
order on another - piece of pdper: Have the . -
triangle represerﬁ o Christmas +ree and

v« orate the strips.

‘@oo&so@ @&O‘@‘@eﬁ’ szz@eg

Materials: A low sturdy box Iid, cookie |
cutters utility knife or single-edge razor
\/

blade.

Preparahon Lay +the cookie cutters on
the lid and ‘i'mce around them. Cut out ,’ . ,,

Fhe 5%()?@@ with a utili ity knife or m/_or 3
D{Gdc’:’ /

‘\c’ravrfy Have your chidren match up "' 4 4
‘he holes and +he cookie Cuﬁers by / Z“L\;

i’}f'“"?/l €QL_n CU '0, i”‘“ !] yﬂ(,o \J(j}(\_ 7\\3\

P / //
nro,‘ ate ~marfo nole ( ; cutier and 7 N~
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| Beck Serting

Materials: Variety of rocks, shells, leaves)
or other natural objects 1o sort.
Activity: If you are lucky to live where
there are a Variety of rocks available,
have your children start a collection.
Not only are rocks fun to play

with Jrhey are also valuaoble M
\eaming tools. The children

can sort +hem by color; fl
markings, Size  weight, and ||
5hqp¢. :

O N «
Serting Leaves
Materials: Autumn leaves. o
Preparation. When the leaves b’egm'
+o fall, collect about five leaves from
four or five different kinds of
trees. Mix up the leaves and Pqu +them
on a_Jroble or +the Floor. = S N J
Acthw H’)/: Let your children Fake Turns -
S?HL g the leoves mto like | o .
Pii@’S- \\:_,...’/ [ “
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Coler Lotte

Materials: Nine basic colors of construction

paper, heavy cardboard, paste.

Preparation: Cut the colored paper info 2-inch
squave pieces. Make Hivee squares of each

of the nine colors. Cutone lar%e
cardboard B qinches squdre.
of cardboard 2inches

square, one of each color; on the large
cardboard Sguare, making 3 vows of 2 colors

ut out 1% pleces
ware. Fa-t=

iece of

A,

Qa PC\PC"("

- In each row. Fast: Hhe remamning paper squares
- onfothe small cardboard 'squares.-You ..
, ~should end up with one playing board and

18 cards.

Activity: Tlurn over one card of each color;
set the remaining cards fo one side. Have a

child. choose- oné cavd, turn
(tover, and try to match
the color- on +he playing
board. When +he child finds
Yhe matching color, he or she
lays the cavd on fop of the
correspondirg color on +he
board. This Corrhinues.-unfil
all the cards are matched.
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M&Ms or similar candies
i gumdrops
popcorn
Cheerios (or any cereal with an interesting shape)
carrot curls or coins
raisins
peanuts or other nutmeats
flaked coconut

What to do:

Spread a spoonful of honey over the entire surface of your plate. This
will form the glue for your collage.

. Select several items from each cup and arrange them on vour plate i a
pleasing manner.

Admire the results for a while. (You could punch a hole in the top of the
plate and add a string.) Then eat!
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MO"’CFIO'S 2l h(:‘.a\/y cardboard ?ec*cn ico
divided in +he middle with a line, colormarkers.

etk - Preparation: Using these bosic colors = red,.
T -yellow, blue, green, orange, purple.—make
S, . cards with: all color combmahons oF fhcsc "
\ “colors- for a Fotal -of 36 cavds: stasiiing

Achvﬂy Play ‘color ‘dominses +he same ‘
_way as. +he ordmary dominocs. _game,

o excepf +hq+ You match colors rathey
; -H\an dots.. :
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Penny PDominees

Mafterials: 23 large recfangula,r cardboard .~
.. -cards-dvided. in the widdle “with aline - 147 pennics, |

 confact cement. - u
~ Preparation: Glue the pennies onfo the cards o
. The same as you would find dots’on regular

dominoes. Makeall the combinations of -

~ numbers O through 6. .-~ . .~
| Ac+-i0i'+)/:'~ Have 4wo +o four Pl_ay'er"s"fum all -
.- “the cards: upside:down. Each’player chooses™

“...seven-cards. The' rémaining cards ao into
a-separate pile’” Each player turns over his

- or her cards.j--Tﬁe?*ﬁrsﬁplgyer P_’OC,éS- one

““card in the middlé of dne playing areq. The..

~next player puts down a card that matches

oné or the ends of the first card, placing
it end-to-end with the other card, thus
creating a line of cards. If at any time a
layer does not have acard that matches
etther end of the line, he or she must draw
a card from +the extro pile until acard-is
drawn that can be used. The Hfirst person +o
use up all of his or her cards 15 the winner.
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- Object Fishing

" Materials: . Bag (draéushing "Plas%:"c_“bag' or

%Océ‘ry baﬁ), small okjects.

;eparaﬁon:- ‘Place about 20 5mq(l~’obje&sf"

nabag.

AC“'WH‘?/: Lﬁ{' ’H’)Y'eC or 'Four » C;h”drcn _+ak< +Urn5
. gomq-f?shmﬁ i -),:QUF b Have them raach |

oy /)
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—in ondgrab somethin ,aghen tell what.it.is
beéfore Pu,lvh'ng;iff-ouf_l -a players guess is .

' corvect he or she keeps the object; ifnot -
i AR  back In the-Bag. ‘The bag
. lb.passed on fo. another - loyer: “This corhriues =

undil all the objects.are drawn. The player

- with +he wost Ob\jec‘fs “at the

-~ endof +he game I1s +he winner.

7 You can play. +his game.

with just one C%

fewer obJ'edLs in—+the baqg. Let

the child continue 1o tish
until all dems are corvectly

) [dentified. -

o

(ld by Pldcy'ng o
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| Smells

- Materials: 6:small bottles; & coton.
balls: 3 Fraaranccs, such as perfume,

~ohion juice, and lemon juice..w .-
Prepara+i'on'- TTake +wo coffon kalls and
drop seme of one of the 'F;‘agmnces
on each of them. Put them ntwo
of the bottles. Db likewise Fdrj/rfhé:

* remaining cotfon balls and- bottles. -

‘| Achvily: Have the child smelt all of

| thé bottles - and try to match: up like -

S ——— v
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- RBewgh Stuff?
Materials: 3 or more pairs of fabric swatches
with distinctly different piles and fextares (for
example, silk , flannel, corduroy, and
terry cloth). , |
Ac+|Ui+y= Blindfold -the children and give
them +he Pairs of tabric swatches . See
i they can match up the pairs by fechng
the differences in fexture.
Varia+ion: An easier verswon of this
ame. would be to give a child +hree
different fabric swatches, plus an
extra swatch of just one of +he three
fabrics. See it +he child can$ind
+he two fabric swatches +hat match.

31
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cutouts of vehicles. . . , §

\ 'F’r"'epbra%ic)n:- Divide the inside of the lid =

nfo three sections. Draw a Pichure of land

In one section, water in another section,

and clouds (air) 1n +he last section. Glue

- pictures of different types ot vehicles -
"\ oirfo’ index cards —for exampile: a car:

= :~ .Lf‘”UC.k; boqfr‘.q)rPlaagl"hgrxl bauo‘-‘?”f w "

N aria’a Perr)/ boatl. T

Y -

~ Actwity: Have your children sort out
The cards info three different piles
according fo where the vehicle
travels—on land, on 3ea, or inthe air Store

.. the cgrds in&h@-‘*‘?@ﬂ o

Shapes For Serting

Materials: Red, yellow, and blue paper.
Preparation: Cutout of +the red paper a large
circle, a medium square, and a small +rian9(e.
Cutout of the blue paper alarge square , d
medium triangle, and a small circle. Cut out of
the yellow paper a large +rian9\e, a medium
circle and a'small square.

Acﬂvﬁy: Mix up the shapes and lay
them on atable or the fioor. /’

Have the children s0 rt+hem out
first by color, +hen by size,
and last by 5'napc?.

-y

21



-/ MATCHING
@@5@0@*%@@@[@@@@@ :

Materials: %Psicle sticks, posterboard
(or cardboard), pens. ‘
- Preparation: Cut cards approximately 6 inches.
- square out of posterboard or'_hghw‘.wé_;'thr -

~ cardboard. “Trace around popsicle sticks, -
N Fbrmx'ng shapes and designs with Ihe —F«f::';‘{.:j;
gs shown. |
Activity: Give your children a handful of
Popsicic sticks and several patftern cards.
Have them lay their sticks on +he cards o
match the shapes® and designs. The children
should discover +hat it takeS four popsicle
sticks Yo make a square and only three
sticks To make a +riangle.
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